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4. Exports of 3D printers in China 
 
 China exported a total of 2,255,000 units of 3D printers (desktop) in 2022, according 
to the country's customs bureau. 
  3D printer exports topped one million units in 2018. Exports grew steadily each year 
from 2019 and grew about 3.4 times larger in 2021 compared to 2017. The market slowed 

down a bit in 2022, but the fierce competition for market share among domestic 
manufacturers will continue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Numbers in each fiscal year are rounded down to the nearest 100 units. 

 Month-by-month exports in 2022 and 2023 (January to August) are as follows: The 

month with the fewest exports in 2022 was February with 95,947 units, while the month 
with the largest exports was December with 320,356 units. Exports in August of 2023 
were 366,502 units, the largest number in recent months. 
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FY 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Exports unit 656,000 1,006,000 1,432,000 2,539,000 2,873,000 2,255,000

Unit
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Unit Exports unit

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total

Unit 147,024 95,947 173,408 182,465 141,786 114,009 128,694 162,079 295,297 299,902 193,759 320,356 2,254,726

Value (million yuan) 254 171 249 266 279 227 251 288 338 343 333 397 3,396

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug.

Unit 317,958 160,968 221,519 193,067 326,576 244,658 265,822 366,502

Value (10K yuan) 447 228 387 353 412 370 414 574
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1. Worldwide toner market trends 
 1) Overall (2018-2027) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The global toner market in 2022 was 165,829 tons (Japanese manufacturers: 89,947 

tons; overseas manufacturers: 75,882 tons), up 100.3% over the previous year on a 
production volume basis. Production by Japanese manufacturers declined slightly as 
they took a break from inventory buildup, but overseas manufacturers (especially 
Chinese manufacturers) kept the high pace of production from the previous year, 
resulting in almost unchanged total production volume. 

In 2023, although Japanese manufacturers are expected to maintain their 
production volume at about the same level as the previous year (the latest coverage, 
however, reveals their production volume will most likely fall below the previous year's 
level), the total production volume of overseas manufacturers is expected to decline, 
as Chinese manufacturers representing the majority of the overseas players, are 
starting to adjust inventories, resulting in a significant decrease in their production 
volume. 

The outlook for 2024 and beyond remains unclear, but production volume is expected 
to be around 160,000 tons for the years to come. Major companies’ print volume (PV) 
in the office in developed countries remains at 80-85% of the pre-pandemic level, and 
with this standard, the current level of around 160,000 tons will be the new benchmark 
for toner demand, suggesting a recovery to over 180,000 tons per year before COVID-
19 will no longer be possible. 

As the entire printing market matures, industry restructuring is becoming more 
active, and the next few years could see a major shift in the toner industry's power 
structure, depending on how the restructuring plays out. 

 

Unit: ton

2021 2022
2023

(estimate)
2024

(forecast)
2025

(forecast)
2026

(forecast)
2027

(forecast)

％ ％ ％ ％ ％ ％ ％ ％ ％ ％

71,250 39.5 73,870 41.3 63,980 44.0 72,810 44.0 75,882 45.8 66,840 42.8 72,030 44.8 71,970 45.1 70,840 45.1 70,870 45.5

% 103.7 86.6 113.8 104.2 88.1 107.8 99.9 98.4 100.0

108,970 60.5 105,180 58.7 81,573 56.0 92,485 56.0 89,947 54.2 89,485 57.2 88,836 55.2 87,501 54.9 86,230 54.9 85,045 54.5

% 96.5 77.6 113.4 97.3 99.5 99.3 98.5 98.5 98.6

Total 180,220 100.0 179,050 100.0 145,553 100.0 165,295 100.0 165,829 100.0 156,325 100.0 160,866 100.0 159,471 100.0 157,070 100.0 155,915 100.0

% 99.4 81.3 113.6 100.3 94.3 102.9 99.1 98.5 99.3
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